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Scouts’ Successful Ban on Gays
" Is Followed by Loss in Support

Gifts Are Cut and Public Property Use Is Limited

T By KATE ZERNIKE

*"Int the two months since the United
States Supreme Court ruled that the
Boy Scouts of America have & consti-
tutional right to exclude gays, corpo-
rate and governmental support {or
the organization has slipped mark.
edly.

_ Chlcago, San Francisco and San
Joge, Calll, have told [ocal Scout
iroops that they can no longer use
parks, schools and ather mynicipal
sites. Compantes like Chase Manhat-
tan Bank and Textron Inc, have
withdrawn hundreds of thousands of
dollars in suppart to local and natipn-
al scouting groups nativnwide. Doz-
ene of United Ways from Massachu-
setts to San Franciseo have cut off
money amounting to millions of dot.
lars each year, :

And Connecticut, in what may
become a test case, has banned con.
tributions to the Scouts by state em-
ployees through a state-run charity.
The state I also considering whether
to block the Scouts from using pubhc
campgrounds or bulldings.

- “It's a watershed tsgue,” said C.
Joan Parker, assistant coungel to the
Connesticut Commission on Human
Rights and Opportunities, which
must issue a ruling by Nov. § on

whether the Scouts violate state antj-
discrimination laws. .

If the commission rules ihat the
group does violate those laws, the
Boy Scouts would be provented from
using any public tacilities.

""We have to decide, are we alding
and abetting someone that discrimi-
hatés?"’ Ms. Parker said, “‘Clearly,
any d;;ublic entity needs to have clean
hands.*

Gregg Shtelds, a natlonal spokes.
man for the Scouts, sald the orgeni-
zation respetted the right of private
companies te donate only to groups
of their choice, But the organization
is suing the State of Connecticut to
restore state employeeg’ ability to
donate to the Scouts, and Mr. Shields
said his group would fight to main.
taln access to public schools and
publi¢ places in other states ay well

“The Boy Scouts of America since
1810 have taught traditional tamiiy
values,”” Mr. Shields sald, “We fesl
that an avowed homosexua! isn't a
tole modeal for these values."

For public and private officials
around the country, the problem g &
complex and painful one. On the one
hand, they do not want to cut off
valuable opportunities tor the young
or run afoul of First Amendment
principles. On the other band, by
allowing a group that buns gays to
use public facilitles and supporting

they violate their anti.
discrimination statiutes,

The trim uniform of the Bay
Seouts has hecorne almost a chey-
ished national symba!, But at a time
when same-sex benefits, diversity
training and nondiscrimination poli-
ciex have become routine, some com-
panies and organizetions say the
Scouts' refusal t¢ admit gays has
come (o seetn almost un-American,
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F4 ""Thelr position is, on the face of it,

=+ it conflict with our commttment and

5 A our values on diversity,” said Jim

- d Finn, a spokesman for Chase, which

™ 2 had contributed about $200,000 snnu-

(" ) ally to the Boy Scouts untjj stopping

B : it lagt month,
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%oy Scout Victory on Banning Gays Is Followed

by Erosion of Support Over Bias Issue
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iy & 5-to-4 vote that the organization
nd a constitatingal right to exclude
“wmays becatige oppoaition to homosex-
iz part of the organization’s
; “expressive message.”
:  The deciston overturned a
+last year by the New Jersey Su-
; preme Coutt that applied the state's
! law against discrimination in publc
-, accommodations to require a New
Jersay Scout troop to readmit a Jong-
time member and assistant scout-
mer, Jam llhle. whoh:n it had
" dismissed r learning is gay.
“But the ruling did not address the
;merits of the ban on gays, only
: whethér the Boy Scouts is a private
| group, and so has the right to set its
i 0Wn mermbership rules,
The Scouts, whose memberghip
i has grown to 6.2 milllon, sadd that the
' group's charter since 1910 had pro-
. moted “family values," and that its
-oath pledged a “morally straight"
life. A homosexual, the organization
52aid, 19 not the proper role model for

"'With those growing groups,” Mr.
Horne said, “people are being more
aware of diversity and doing things
right and being fair and not setting
up separate views, the idea that peo-
ple are people. “People felt very
strongly that we ghould take this
step.” Those who are eliminating or
reconsidering their support are try-
ing to respect, as the Supremme Court
affirmed, the Scouts’ right to set g
own missicn,

And cutting off money or access to
one private group raises more ques-
tions, officials say. Do those same

“charitles then cut off financing to
groups chartered to serve, say, La-
tinos? Do states stop aliowing Ro-
man Catholic youth groups to use
public campgrounds of school meat-
ihg rooms because the church does
not ordain gays? '

Among those debating whether to
ek support, some are reluctant to do
80 because they belleve the local
Scout chapters do not agree with the
ban on gays, which was put incwo
effect by the national organization.

“Everyone knows thelr work with

thode values,

While the decisions to withhold
support will not seriously dent the
$125 million raised annually by the
Scouts national organization, the
growing effort to block local chap-
ters from meeting in places like pub-
lic schools and state campgrounds
raises practical problems for the
Scouts. Since the ruling, many public
bodies, charities and companies, ip-
cluding Merrill Lynch, are beginning
the discussion that has taken place in
Hartford. The options, they say, are
:Enlw unpleasant: hurting children

are benefiting from scouting, or
supporting a position they find ethi-
cally untenable,

Do we just cut off funding, and so
hundreds of kids tn Hartford aren't
getting a program they so desperate-
ly need?"” asked Susan Dunn, senior
vice president of the United Way of
the Capital Area. **Qur mission is to
serve our community, especlally
children. But it's also in our mission
that we don't disctiminate. That's
where it becomes difficult.”

The American Civil Liberties

kids is good, and It's a policy that's
not commanly enforeed,” sald Marty
Milkovic, executive director of the
United Way of Northern Fairfield
County, in Connecticut.

Like chapters th tnany other cities,
the Southeactern New England Unit-
ed Way in Providence, R.L., has sald
it will require any Scout council to
sign a {orm saying it will not dig
criminate, But the Boy Scouts’ Nar-
ragansett Council, which receives
$200,000 trom the United Way, has
sald it must abtde by the national
policy. And Mr. Shields, the spokes-
man for the natlnal group, satd focal
counclls were not atllowed to disavow
any part of the national charter, go
the councils are not allowed to sign
any nondiscrimination policy that
would rTire themn to admit gays.
Troops that dischey the national
charter could face eviction.

‘Within the local councils, though,
there is increasing dissent from the
policy. Scouting for All, a group
started by a 15-ysar-oid scout in Cali-
fornia, that advocates apening up the
organization to gays, held a national

P

Unlott Hiled = lawsuit against the city
of San Diego on Monday asking a
federal court to revoke a 50-year-old
agreement that lets the Scouts lease
18 acres of parkland for $1 a year.
The leass ix set to expire in 2007,

In Fall River, Muss,, the executive
director of the local United Way, Rob
Eome, sald he was stunned at how
swiftly and strongly his board had
acted to cut support to any Scout
troops that did not sign aform saying
they would not endorse the Scouts'
ban on gays. )

“1 thought that some people would

try to skirt the issue,” Mr. Hotne
sald. “But attendance was unbeliev-
able, the best attendance wa've had
all year. It could not have been a
more unanimous, enthusiastic vote,
Obviously, there wag concern for the
kids, but it all came down to we
reafly have an obligation to do the
right thing."
. More than half the population of
Fall River, an old mill city, has Por-
tuguese immigrants in its back-
ground, and an influx of Cambodians
has arrived in the past few years.

) - 3
preiest day outside Boy Scout heatl
quarters in several citles last wosk.
In Motitclair, N.J., parents in a log
Cub Scout troop are signing a peg-
tion saying they do not endorse the
natlonai policy. ‘

In New Mitford, Conn,, Gale Ale)-
ander safd he and his wife were to
about whether to allow their 9-yeg)-
old soa  remain in the Boy Scouts.
They lke the skills and self
dence the program has taught
Mr. Alexander said, “] couldn't
&t my friends i I couldn‘t stand ;
andl say this iz not right.” .

50 a9 a compromise, the Alexah-
ders are letting their son contin
scouting, but they have decided 0
become vocal In their opposition to
the policy. In conversations, thdy
have discovered that other parenjs
do not agree with {t, either. "

““The tdea that all the rank and fie
18 Just fine with this is just a bunch pf
malarkey,”” Mr. Alaxander saig.
“It's time now for parents to gpoak
up and say, I don't agres with it. It}s
fwwnlf hf‘ox people to start fighting from
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